THB   BtJLJL                                             351

Perhaps Hitler also knew something about him. Battles
werfc continually being fought out behind the scenes. Mean-
while Himmler had grown in importance and improved his
standing. Ribbentrop was in favour. New demigods were
coming into the foreground. Hitler was surrounding him-
self with military men. He no longer depended on his old
experts for military and diplomatic questions. Even the
most eminent of the old party comrades^ formerly his
closest intimates, now saw the Ftihrer in his aureole but
seldom. They were no longer his equals; he was no longer
merely primus inter pares. They were all far below him, and
Hermann Goring with them. The members of Hitler's
private General Staff, those officers, smooth as eels, ingra-
tiating, but entirely out of reach of any sort of influence,
had almost entirely ousted the old "strong men" of the
**victorious movement." Hitler had betrayed his supporters
a second time. Today the Wehrmackt^ the armed force of the
Reich, was his party. He had chosen once more between
party and Wehrmacht. He had decided once for all in favour
of the military. Goring was becoming suspect. Perhaps the
day would come when he would no longer be indispensable.
He was sinking. No one heard of him any more.

So it seemed. Is not this process under way, is it not
perhaps already completed? Does Goring perhaps hang
together with Hess? Did the two of them, perhaps, make a
belated and unsuccessful attempt to prevent the wheel of
ill-fortune from turning further? Did they fight for the
party against the military, did they speak out for Germany
against the infatuated Fiihrer, who was leading the nation
into the abyss? JDid Goring try prematurely to obstruct
Hitler amid his succession of conquests? The liquidator of
the revolution is now ip. the background*

Shortly before I finally left Poland, in the summer of
1938, and went to France, I was given this account of
Gdring's plans: ''Let Adolf commit himself. He shall take
over sole responsibility. He will have to act without the
men who have done everything for him, A sort of general
strike of the demigods. Then, take a firm line* Detain the
Filhrer in safe custody. Then make a public proclamation:
must take their orders from me, Germany is in great